In 1987, Richard Bonney contributed an article on "Absolutism: What's in a name?" to the first issue of French History.' It is not by chance that one of the early issues of the new Journal of Early Modern History also includes a review article on "absolutism." Rarely has an historical concept generated so much study and debate. Bonney's article focused on the French case and on studies in the English and French languages. The present review includes selected studies in English, French, and German, and concerns the French, English, and German cases. Absolutism doubtless constitutes a "European theme," but its discussion is coloured by distinct national traditions. Or so it has been, but current revision of the concept of absolutism probably requires the revision of certain traditions in European historiography. 
